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barbarians, who apparently uas responsible to the Roman
Government for the safety of the mountain passes, just as
the local sheiks in Sinai weie responsible until the estab-
lishment of the Frontiers Department. The king told the
hermits that he would follow up the Saracens and exact
vengeance for the raid, and Nilus, anxious to recover his son,
asked if he might go with them. The king agreed, and Nilus
travelled with the pursuing force for twelve days across Sinai.
He then met a man who said that he had encountered the
Saracens and that the boys had not been killed. Nilus was
overjoyed to hear that Theodulus was still alive. He had,
however, been sold into slavery in the Greek town of Elusa,
which Sir Leonard Woolley and T. E. Lawrence have iden-
tified with the ruins of a place called Khalasa, some fifteen
miles south of Beersheba.

Nilus went to this town and searched for his boy. He
discovered that the Bishop of Elusa had made him door-
keeper to the church there. Theodulus told his father how
he and the other captives had lain all night on the ground,
bound with thongs, beside an altar on which was a sword, a
basin, a phial and incense. But the Saracens had over-drunk
and over-slept, so that in the morning, and for days after-
wards, the captives were hurried along, until it occurred to
their captors to turn them into ready money. The Bishop
of Elusa was so struck by the piety of father and son that he
ordained them.

Nilus and Theodulos then returned to Sinai to make their
lives with the hermits there. They distinguished themselves
by their austerities, but Nilus was not an extremist, and found
time to criticise what he considered to be the evils of the
ascetic life of his time. His writings, and especially his letters
advising and correcting fellow-Christians, are among the
most intimate and instructive which have come down from
that remote day.

Discussing these great ones of the past, we came down
from Mount Sinai by the camel road into the Wadi Shu'aib,
where we saw the monastery lying before us in the shadow
of the hills.